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· THE

land. which.
in centuries of repose, gathered its
latent weal th from the
richly laden waters of
the Rio Grande and
now awakens to the
magic touch of man·s
efforts, giving foods
and comforts to all
people."
Extract from speech
by H. R. Safford. at
San Benito, Texas,
July 4. 1925.
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AWN Among The
Palms may well be the
title of the first photograph to be shown in this
booklet of the Lower Rio
Grande, or Magic Valley of
Texas, a booklet that will endeavor to tell by word and
picture. a part of the marvelous development of this
wonderland that nestles, triangular shape, at the southern
tip of the Lone Star State.
Perusal of this booklet will
take the reader on a trip
through the Lower Rio Grande
Valley between dawn and sunset, the scene, "Dawn Among
The Palms," symbolizing not
only the beginning of the interesting trip, but the d_aw_n
of a new era in America s
Garden of Eden.
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HIS booklet, produced by the Gulf Coast Lines, a part
of the Missouri Pacific System, has for its purpose an
effort to acquaint those who have never seen the Lower
Rio Grande Valley of Texas. with its limitless possibili
ties and the high state of development that this region has
attained in the comparatively few years since the com
pl et ion of the first irrigation projects made it possible to
reclaim hundreds of thousands of acres of land that
formerly produced only mesquite, sagebrush and
chaparral. No words, even though enhanced by actual photographs can presume to convey to the uninitiated the wonders of this semi-tropical section
where summer time spends the year: where
citrus fruits grow abundantly: where summer
vegetables grow during winter months and are
ready for market far in advance of other sections: and, where the diversity of products
apparently knows no bounds. Figuratively.
this booklet will take the visitor on a trip
through the Valley between dawn and
sunset, with fleeting glimpses at all
sections of the Valley.

Three

M

R. BALDWIN. president of the Missouri
Pacific. Gulf Coast
Lines and International
Great Northern railroads. is
rightly regarded as the man
who put the .. serve" in
Service. Under his administration the Gulf Coast Lines
has provided the Lower Rio
Grande Valley with a superior railroad service-the entire Missouri Pacific organization is co-operating in the development
of the Valley.
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R. SAFFORD is
vice-president of
the Missouri Pacific
Railroad, and executive
vice-president of the Gulf
Coast Lines and International-Great Northern
Railroad. His headquarters is at Houston.
Texas. It is his endeavor
at all times to assist in
development of the territory served by the Missouri
Pacific System Lines
and particularly the
Lower Rio Grande
Valley.
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EAUTY and production go
hand in hand in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley and
even the prosaic irrigation canals
and laterals have been transformed into things of beauty as
well as sen·ice. Utilization of the
natural sources of beauty has
been supplemented by those who
have gone into the Valley. in the
upkeep of farms and orchards.
the general trend is toward orderliness and beauty. The bird's-eye
view of a farm and citrus grove.
pictured above. with another farm
in the distance. show how this has
been done The well-painted and
meticulously cared for farm
houses and the orderly rows of
citrus trees present an altogether
pleasing appearance to the passerby. The irrigation lateraL shown
below. has likewise been made
beautiful by the judicious use of
ralms and other shrubs along
the banks.
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RAPEFRUIT. that luscious and popular breakfast fruit that has in
recent years risen from a point
of obscurity as a delicious edible
to a place where it takes rank
with coffee, toast and eggs. is
produced in large quantities in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
Soil and climatic conditions
being admirably suited to the
production of citrus fruits of all
kinds and particularly adapted
for grapefruit. those people
who have settled in the Valley
m recent years have gone in
extensively for the raising of
grapefruit. Of the citrus fruits
produced in the Magic Valley,
a conservative estimate of the
portion of it devoted to grapefruit is85percent. Texasgrapefru1t. or rather those grown in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley
are the finest flavored of any
produced in the entire world.
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RDERLINESS in. the matter of citrus groves is not only a
virtue but a necessity inasmuch a'i the successful growing
of oranges and other citrus fruits demands that the trees be
properly spaced and cared for. The upper picture shows how the
trunks of the trees in a full grown orchard have been treated to
kill insects. A walk through this orchard is a real delight. the
overlapping branches of the trees forming a complete canopy
between each row. The lower picture is an airplane view of a
typical Lower Rio Grande Valley farm. It re•embles a carpet
more than it does a farm but nevertheless an orange orchard is
shown in the foreground with an equally well kept truck garden
in the distance.
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ITRUS fruits are rapidly forging to the forefront as the
pnnc1pal crops of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. All
of the fruits included in the citrus category flouri~h in this
section. and the grapefruit orchard pictured above is but one of
hundreds of such groves to be found throughout this section.
Included in the_citrus products of the Lower Rio Grande Valley
are numerous kmds of oranges. lemons of several varieties. limes
and kumquats. Climatic conditions. quality of the soil ar.d the
availability of water for irrigation all combine to favor the rroduction of citrus fruits. and those who have gone into the Valley
have long since discovered that the citrus fruits will provide a
source of dependable revenue each year with a minimum of
labor.
·
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CPANISH moss hanging from the trees and the luxuriant
growth of underbrush pictured abo,·c lends beauty to that
portion of the Lower Rio Grande Valley that has not yet
been placed in cultivation. Many such scenes as this add a
touch of the picturesque and offer striking contrast to the high
state of cultivation to be found elsewhere in the Valley. The
lower picture depicts accurately the primitive homes of Mexicans.
the principal source of labor in the Valley. These huts with their
thatched roofs. that house the field laborers. correspond to the
negro shanties that are found throughout the South.

0

Ten

F

ROM the tangle of s_cmi-tropical underbru~h an.cl primitive
homes. heretofore pictured. the traveler in the Lower Rio
Grande Valley will find that the introduction of irrigation
has transformed the region into a ,·eritable "land of milk and
honey.·· The upper picture shows a herd of fine dairy cattle
grazing in a field of alfalfa. which grows abundantly, and the
lower picture is that of an apiary. a necessary adjunct to the
numerous citrus orchards that abound in the Magic Valley .
Both pictures combine to verify the statement that the Valley
is literally a "land of milk and honey" with pretty figures of
speech not only unnecessary but supernuous,
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HE millions of Jiggs and Maggies who appreciate and partake of "corned beef and-"will find that the Lower R10
Grande Valley is a large producer of cabbage, and that this
cabbage is avai lable for market at a_ time when the demand 1s
heavy and the supply limited. Growmg cabbage for shipment 1s
a big industry in the Valley and its development 1s _best illustrated by the statement developed from_ reliable stat1st1cs._ that
this product has increased from a total shipment of 166 cars In the
1907-1908 season to 6,582 carloads in the 1923-1924 season.
Lettuce a blood brother to cabbage, pictured in the lower scene,
is another factor in winter vegetable production in this rapidly
growing truck producing region.

Twelve

B

EANS, fresh picked and reaching the market in the best of
condition during the month of April are produced in the
Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas, more often called the
Magic Valley. The picture at the top of the page is that of a
field planted to beans that are ready for picking in April, due
to fertility of the soil, irrigation and favorab le climatic conditions.
The lower picture is that of a field of squash, the photograph
having been taken March 27, 1925. The Lower Rio Grande
Valley is in reality a winter garden spot and the heavy production
of winter vegetables is being increased yea rl y and likewise the
annual income to producers mounts upward.
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INTER vegetables are the boast of the Lower Rio
Grande Valley. Vegetables grown in this section flourish
at a season when the supply is at its lowest point and
prices at the maximum. Growing of vegetables for early spring
shipment to the markets of the nation bring the producers the
fancy prices and consequent big returns that are gladly paid by
those who demand and get fresh vegetables when sections of the
North and East are yet buried beneath blankets of snow. The
photograph above shows how onions are packed_in hampers in the
field ready for shipment. Tomatoes are being picked preparatory
to shipment. by the laborers in the lower picture.

ING Cotton. emperor of southern agricultural development, has not been displaced in the Lower Rio Grande
Valley by winter vegetables. citrus fruits nor any other
industry. Cotton grows prolifically in the Valley and its production. while differing slightly from other sections of the South
or even other sections of the Lone Star State, offers splendid
utilization for the ground during the summer months. By
reason of climatic conditions, cotton from the Rio Grande Valley
comes in early in each season and brings good prices. The
acreage planted to cotton has been increased materially each
year. and there is no indication of acreage reduction and no
reason for it. Two typical cotton fields are pictured here.

-,

Fourteen

K

M

ORE than two dozen
wagon and truck loads
of cotton but recently
picked and drawn up near one
of the several gins that are
located at convenient points in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley
are shown in the photograph on
this page. There are 14 gins
in one tract in the Valley. The
Valley cotton crop is planted
about the middle of February
and is ready for picking ten to
twelve weeks ahead of the
North Texas crop. The average
for Valley cotton is one irrigation and three cultivations.
The Valley cotton crop for
1925 will approximate 110.000
bales and its early maturity
usually brings top price for the
staple.
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AFFIR corn and broom
corn are two varieties of
corn that grow prolifically
in the lower Rio Grande Valley
together with numerous other
varieties. The yield of all
varieties is bountiful and the
stalks in many instances attain
great hei ght. The upper picture is a portion of a field of
Kaf-fir corn and the lower photograph is of broom corn which
has attained a height of 15
feet. It will be seen from the
lower picture that the broom
corn has grown to almost twice
the height of a man , the contrast being particularly noticeable when the corn is compared to the man standing beside one of the stalks. Much
corn is shipped from the Rio
Grande Valley. the shipments
forming a considerable portion
of the volume of Valley crops.
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UMEROUS varieties of corn arc grown easily in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley and two crops can be grown in a year.
the first plantino taking place in February and the second
in July or August. A;abundant yield is always assured because
of favorable climatic and soil conditions together with avail~b1hty
of irrigation water. The upper pho~ograph is a cl.oseup view of
an ear of corn grown in the Valley while the lower picture con"'.eys
an idea of the height to which the corn grows m this section.
Production of roasting ears is one of the most dependable of
sources of revenue to many. Hundreds of car loads are shipred
north each year.
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ATERMELONS whose luscious red hearts seem to lure
even the most blase gourmand to probe their goodness;
melons that grow and ripen weeks and even months
before those people who live to the north of this semi-tropical
region designated as the Lower Rio Grande Valley have succeeded
in breaking the grip of Jack Frost. grow prolifically here. Cantaloupes are also grown in the Valley, and the lower picture is a
splendid view of one of the Valley cantaloupe fields. with the
crates placed and ready to receive the popular breakfast fruit.
Rio Grande cantaloupes are ready for market about three weeks
earlier than those produced in California.

Nineteen

1fRRIGATION has made possible the present high state of
Jl development in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Hundreds_ of
thousands of acres of soil has been made to produce a wide
variety of crops through utilization of the water in the Rio_Grande
River in irrigation. Canals and laterals _cr_oss and criss-cross
the entire area. The Valley as a whole 1s d1v1ded-mto numero~s
irrigation districts. built and managed by experts. and water 1s
supplied to owners of the land at a minimum cost and with a
maximum of efficiency. Aside from the service they perform,
the canals and laterals add beauty to a land of perpetual summer.
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IVER pumping plant along_ the banks of the Rio Grande
River m the Lower R10 Grande Valley. This is one of
a series of pumping plants used to lift the water from the
never failing source of supply . The water is carried through
canals and laterals to the fertile fields that have been transformed
by irrigation from_barren wastes of mesquite and sagebrush to a
high state of cult1vat1on. thousands of acres producing a wide
variety of crops throughout the year. The lower picture is of
one of the main irrigation canals in the Rio Grande Valley and it
has been so constructed and cared for that it adds a touch of
beauty aside from the service it performs.
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HE luxuriant growth that
characterizes all fruits .
truck and staple crops
in the Lower Rio Grande
Valley 0f Texas. applies with
equal truth to grapes. Grapes.
such as are pictured in the two
photographs on this page. arc
grown with but little effort in
the Valley. Grape arbors are
an important adjunct to many
of the homes in the Valley and
the grapes grow in large
bunches similar to those pictured here with only ordinar y
care on the part of the grower.
Grape production has not yet
reached the point in the Valley
where large shipments arc
made to the northern markets
but the field is open and people
in the Valley are planting grape
vines more extensively each
year. and it is only a question of
time until grapes become an
important crop.
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ATE palms are an interesting sight at all
times and in all places
except those favored spots
where they are raised for commercial purposes. The Lower
Rio Grande Valley of Texas.
is suited for the development
of this profitable indus try and
the field is virtually virgin. The
photographs on this page depict
one of the date palms and the
upper picture is a closeup view
of the luscious fruit. Man y
citizens of the Valley predict
that the growing of dates for
commercial purposes is soon to
become a reality. It has been
clearly demonstrated that their
growth is feasible there and
many date palms planted for
' ornamental purposes are now
bearing fruit, as is illustrated
here. The lower picture gives
an idea of the size of one of the
beautiful date palm trees.
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IGHWAY No. 12. one of
the many concrete
highways that serve
every portion of the Lower Rio
Grande Valley. These excellent highways. constructed at
heavy cost. with steel and concrete bridges where necessary
greatly facilitate travel in this
wonder section and likewise
provide splendid means for
transporting the products of
the soil to shipping points. The
highway pictured here penetrates the heart of the Lower
Rio Grande Valley. the photograph having been taken near
the Stuart Place. looking toward Harlingen. Texas. Those
roads that are not of concrete
are kept in excellent condition
and all portions of the Valley
are easily accessible at all
seasons of the year.
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OTTO N. thousands of
bales of it. is shipped annually from the Lower
Rio Grande Valley. Cotton
gins are conveniently located
near the greatest cotton producing sections of the Valley
and by reason of the fact that
the crop is usually early in
maturing the prices paid the
producer are invariably good.
The cotton storage yard pictured here shows several thousand bales of the fleecy staple
g inn ed. baled. graded and
marked and awaiting shipment.
The photograph was taken during the latter part of August
and gives an idea of the amount
of cotton ready for shipment at
that time of the year.
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EG ET ABLE shipping during the season of the year when
prices are best in the northern and eastern markets_and t_he
fact that the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas will easily
produce vegetables of all kinds at a season of the year when the
demand is good and the supply woefully short. has caused a vast
development in the Valley. Cabbage grown on thousands of
acres of Valley land are hauled to central packing plants in
wagons and trucks where preparation is made for shipment to
market. The upper picture shows more than two dozen loads of
cabbage ready for crating. The lower picture is a typical
scene at San Benito. Texas. during the vegetable season with
vegetables of all kinds at the depot platform ready to be loaded
onto Gulf Coast Lines trains.
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HE grandeur of a country estate or the simplicity of a
modest home is found with equal ease in the Lower Rio
Grande Valley when one starts a survey of the residences of
that section. The picture abO\ e is one of many pretentious
counrry homes to be found in al! sectiorn of the Valley. The more
mode,t structure in the lower picture differs in many ways from
the popular conception of a Texas ranch home. but it is. nevertheless. a ranch home in the J\,fagic Valley. and one glance at it is
sufficient to convince the most skeptical that all of the comforts
of a real home have been incorporated in a setting of natural
beauty. while the series of garages in the rear bespeaks a passing
of the Texas pony and the advent of some of the 12.000.000
universally used motor cars.

(
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OMFORT ABLE homes, built with meticulous care, are a
symbol of stability. Surrounding such homes are spacious
grounds in which have been planted beaut1fu 1flowers and
shrubbery. In a community or series of communities that boast
of beautiful homes will be found a satisfied citizenry. Such are
the conditions that exist in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. To
this may be added the fact that, because of climatic conditions
and soil fertility, palms and other semi-tropical shrubs may be
utilized advantageously and with relatively little effort and the
beauty and charm of the home is immediately enhanced. The
homes pictured here are not unusual in this section. On the contrary, they are typical ones.
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OT all of the homes in the Lower Rio Grande Valley are of
the country estate type. As a matter of fact, the large
homes are in the minority with modest bungalows and
cottages predominating. Utilization of palms, flowers and
shrubbery that grow profusely in that section, produces many
beautiful spots in the res idence sections of all of the communities
in the Valley. The home above is at Donna and it reflects the
comfortable, home-like atmosphere that is essential to a real home.
The lower picture shows graphically the decorative effect to be
obtained by intelligent use of the beautiful palms, so easily grown
in the Valley with a minimum of effort.
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EAUTIFUL anJ comfortable homes arc always a source of
pleasure to the owner·. and to strangers in any community
they reflect as nothing else docs the belief of the residents
in their own commlmity. The many beautiful homes that arc
to be found in every community in that magic region designated
as the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. are an inspiration to
newcomers. The contentment that is bound to pre\,ail in such
homes makes for a better citizenry: a more prosperous community
and a stability that docs not exist where squalor and poverty arc
evident on e,ery hand. The residence shown above is one of the
many beautiful ones at tvlission. Texas. while the one below is a
splendid example of the effective combination of comfort and
beaut~.
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B. CREAGER has
erected for himself and
family one of the most
substantial and beautiful homes
in Brownsville. Texas. a part
of the Lower Rio Grande
Valley. This home pictured
here. does not embody what is
designated as the more modern
type of architecture but rather
it has been built to meet the
requirements of the owner and
for the comfort of himself and
his family. The type of architecture more nearly approaches
the Colonial type than it docs
the Spanish which is predominant in the Valley. Howe,·er.
Mr. Creager·s home is among
the many beautiful homes to
be found in Brownsville and
there are many such in this
rapidly growing city.
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EACHERS Club at McAllen, Texas, is the only institution
of its kind in the United States and this beautiful building
pictured above is equipped with every modern club facility
for use of teachers in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Good
teachers are always available in this section because of excellent
living conditions. The rural schools. such as the one pictured
below, which is the joint Pharr-San Juan high school. are as fine
and modernly equipped as are any in the towns in the Valley.
The one shown here is a splendid example of the fype of buildings
constructed for what are termed the rural schools. but which arc,
in reality, conveniently located to ~erve more than one community.

ELIGIOUS freedom as guaranteed under the Constitution
of the United Statt;s, and adequate facilities for follo""'.ing
the dictates of ones conscience m the matter of religion,
occupy an important place in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
Churches of all denominations have been built. and many of them
are of such size and design that they would reflect credit upon
much larger communities than those that have arisen from the
land that formerly was strewn with cactus and inhabited by
coyotes. The Baptist Church at Donna, Texas, shown above,
and the Christian Church at McAllen, shown below, are typical
examples of Valley church architecture.
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